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DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 

August 2 

Athletic meeting, 6 pm 

Fall athletic practices begin 
(except cross country) 

August 4 

 Parent work day, 4-8 pm  

August 9 

  Athletic meeting, 6 pm 

 A Cappella rehearsals begin 

 Cross country practices 
begin 

August 10-13 

 Tuition tax credit workshop, 
7 pm (choose one night) 

August 11 

Yearbook camp, 8-4 pm 

August 14 

 Student Council meeting,     
9 am-noon 

 Tuition tax credit workshop, 
noon 

 New student & parent 
orientation day, 1-4 pm  

August 16 

 1st day of classes for all 
students, 9 am start 

 Opening Service, 9:05 am 

August 18 

 Student picture & ID day  

August 21 & 28 

 Junior Coyote Volleyball 
Club, 9 am-noon 

September 4, 11, 18, 25 

 Junior Coyote Volleyball 
Club, 9 am-noon  

September 6 

 Labor Day, no school 

September 17, 19, 22 

 Tuition tax credit 
workshops, various times 

Connections 

Arizona Lutheran Academy 

Anchored in Christ 
Principal Kurt Rosenbaum 

PSAT registration by August 25 on Edline 

Parent Newsletter 

The PSAT/NMSQT test will be administered 
at ALA on Saturday, October 16,  to those 
ALA sophomores and juniors who register 
by August 25, 2010. This test will not be 
administered to all ALA students as in 
previous years. Registration is available on 
Edline from now through August 25. 
Because we must pay for the number of 
tests we order, there will be no late 
registration. 

The cost for the test is $13. This fee will be 
billed by ALA and is due upon receipt. 
Cancellations after August 25 cannot be 
refunded. 

The PSAT/NMSQT is the qualifying test for 
the National Merit Scholarship Program (for 
juniors only). It is also a good practice for 
the SAT, a college entrance exam that 
students should take in the spring of their 
junior year. Sophomores may wish to take 
the PSAT/NMSQT test for this practice. 

Taking the PSAT/NMSQT also enables 
students to get feedback about important 
academic skills; receive information from 
colleges; prepare for the SAT; and access 
online college and career tools.  

 

Paul Lutus, author and 
experienced sailor, writes: Many 
people who own boats do not 
anchor if they can possibly avoid 
it…First, most boats emerge from 
factories with rather silly 
anchors…Second, when you see 
how most people anchor, you realize they 
don't really know how to do it. Third,…if you 
are the only properly anchored boat, your risk 
becomes greater, not less, because many of 
the dragging boats will snag on your firmly 
set anchor's rode. 

I found his assessment interesting. Nowhere 
close to an experienced sailor myself, I have 
few personal views of anchoring a boat. But 
since our theme this school year is 
“Anchored in Christ,” I can firmly state that I 
do know something about anchoring of this 
nature, and it stands in stark contrast to the 
Lutus observation. 

While I can concede that many people avoid 
spiritual anchoring, I cannot agree that our 
anchor is “silly.” Rather, our anchor, Jesus, is 
more than adequate to withstand the storms 
and buffeting waves of life. If he is for us, 
who can be against us? We share that solid 
lifeline with our students daily in chapel, 
classes, and conversation. 

By our sinful nature, we too 
“don’t know how to” anchor 
ourselves properly. But good 
news! We don’t have to know 
how! Jesus has done the job 
entirely and completely for us. 
We simply need to trust his 

presence and strength in good times and in 
challenging times. Our students hear this 
regularly and see it modeled by their 
teachers, administration, and support staff, 
all of whom share the same faith and trust in 
Christ, our anchor. 

We recognize additionally that our faith is a 
blessing that can easily be lost if it is not 
nourished properly. It is true that many 
enemies of our souls lie in wait to attack and 
destroy our faith, and these attacks are more 
pointed against those who are “Anchored in 
Christ.” However, we have our Savior’s 
promise these arrows will not pierce us and 
that we can be beacons leading others to the 
source of our strength and hope. Our 
objective is to have our students as well be 
such beacons as they reflect what they know 
about what in life is truly meaningful and 
trustworthy. 

So, “Anchored in Christ,” we are ready to set 
sail for a new school year! 
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The WELS National Choral Festival is coming 
up quickly! The dates are April 9 - 11, 2010. 
Over 450 students from 21 high schools 
from around the country will converge on 
the ALA campus during these days. Rehears-
als, concerts, activities, meals—it will prove 
to be a busy weekend! 
More information will be sent to you, our 
parents, as the time draws closer. Right now, 
be sure to save Friday and Sunday evenings 
(7:00) for concerts, pops and sacred, respec-
tively. These concerts will be unlike any 
you’ve ever heard before! 
 

Points of Interest 
 

School office hours 

The ALA office hours will 
be 7:30 am to 4:00 pm on 
school days. The office is 
closed on weekends and 
days that there is no 
school. 

Required athletic 

meeting 

All athletes and parents 
are to attend the athletic 
meeting on Monday, 
August 2, beginning at 6 
pm. A makeup date is 
Monday, August 9, at 6 pm 
for those who are unable 
to attend the first. 

School pictures 

School pictures will be 
taken for student IDs and 
the yearbook on 
Wednesday, August 18.  
Order forms will be given 
to students on the first day 
of school. Out of town 
students will receive them 
in this mailing. The 
makeup date is Oct. 21. 
Purchase of these pictures 
is optional. 

Work days 

We were pleased to have a 
total of more than 80 
people participate in two 
work days in mid-July to 
get a few projects 
underway for the new 
school year.  Another such 
work day is planned for 
Wednesday, August  4, and 
your help would be 
appreciated.  Please call 
Kurt Rosenbaum, 602-268
-8686 ext. 11 if you’d like 
to participate. 
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Orientation Day for new students & their parents  

Activation codes for new Edline accounts 
are included in this mailing. Returning 
students and their parents continue to use 
previous accounts.  

Parents and students are asked to activate 
separate accounts. If you need another 
parent account, the school office can set 
that up for you and provide an additional 
activation code. If you are a parent of more 
than one ALA student, you will need only 
one parent account. Please notify the office 
if all of your students do not appear on your 
account. 

There will be an Edline tutorial at the 
Orientation Day on Saturday, August 14. 

Edline  

This year, our lunch option will be offered 
through Campus Cuisine, an online 
company that arranges for area restaurants 
to deliver lunches to our school. Families 
must order and pay online at least one day 
prior. Lunches can be ordered as desired, 
and you can order for an entire week or 
month at a time if you wish.  

The specifics are not yet available, but as 
soon as they are we will pass on any needed 
information to our parents. 

There will be no additional lunch truck or 
lunch program offered, although students 
may opt to bring a lunch from home. 
Lunches from home should be brought to 
the gym lobby first thing in the morning so 
they can be refrigerated until lunch time. 

 

School lunch change 

Orientation Day for all new students and 
their parents is planned for Saturday, August 
14 beginning at 1:00 pm. It is important that 
both student  and at least one parent attend. 
Students will 
 receive class schedules; 
 get locker assignments and be able to 

place items in their lockers; 
 get to know procedures; 
 
This will be an opportunity to get to know 
teachers, staff members, and other parents 
and students. 
Other presentations will include: 
 handbook highlights; 
 Edline tutorial 
 Boosters and parent involvement 

 Student Service 
 Options for tuition assistance 
 
The first day of classes for all students is 
Monday, August 16. Students should report 
to their homerooms and then proceed to the 
gym for the opening service. Parents, 
families, and friends are all welcome to 
attend the opening worship service. 

Now that Edline is up and running for the 
new school year, you can view the courses 
that have been scheduled for you. If there 
were conflicts with your choices, Mrs. 
Steinmetz did attempt to contact you. If the 
contact was unsuccessful, she completed your 
schedule with your first or second option 
according to  your course selection. If you 
have questions or concerns about your 
schedule,  contact Mrs. Steinmetz at 602-268-
8686 ext. 24 or Steinmetz@ALAcoyotes.org. 

Returning students will receive schedules and 
locker assignments in the mail a week before 
school begins. New students will receive their 
schedules at the August 14 orientation day. 

Class schedules 

Have you completed registration? 

Fall athletes must have registration completed by 
July 26 to practice on August 2. Otherwise, 
registration is due July 31. The office will be open 
Saturday, July 31, 8 am to 11 am to take last-
minute registration. However, to avoid waiting in 
line, please bring your registration paperwork in 
before July 31! Weekday summer office hours are 
9 am to 1 pm. 

The first day of school for all students, both 
new and returning, is Monday, August 16. The 
day will begin at 9:00 am. Buses will run 
according to the Monday schedule. No bus 
ticket is needed the first morning. Tickets can 
be purchased in the ALA office during the day. 

New students will receive locker assignments 
the Saturday before, at the orientation day, 
and they can place things in their lockers 
already on Saturday. 

Arrive on Monday morning in plenty of time 
to get situated before the final bell at 9:00 am. 
Students are to be in their homerooms by the 
final bell. They will then proceed to the gym 
for the opening service. 

The school day will end at 3:10 pm. Afternoon 
buses will run and athletic practices are 
scheduled for after school. 

First day of school 

     Make sure ALA has your 
current email addresses and that 
we are able to email you through 
Edline. Teachers, coaches, and 
the office all rely on email!  



colleges; others to seven, eight, or 
more. No number is right, but make 
sure you have realistic as well as 
“reach” schools on your list. 

4. Research how to apply to each 
school. Most prefer online 
applications. Familiarize yourself 
with the colleges’ websites. Find out 
when your colleges will start 
accepting applications for fall 2011. 
Some schools use The Common 
Application, on online application 
that can be sent to numerous schools. 

5. Check out the schools’ policies on 
application fee waivers. You may or 
may not qualify, but look into it. 

6. Make it a goal to complete your 
college applications by December 1. 
You won’t be any less busy second 
semester. You will be working on 
financial aid, visiting campuses, and 
making decisions. Do not put off 
applying. 

7. Both seniors and parents will file the 
FAFSA (Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid) as soon after January 1 
as possible. Right now you can use 
FAFSA4caster to become familiar 
with the types of grants, loans, and 
work-study that are available. Go to 
FederalStudentAid.ed.gov. 

8. If you are a student-athlete who 
would like to participate in college 
sports, become familiar with the 
requirements through the NCAA. Go 
to NCAAstudents.org.  
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Guidance at a Glance 
AP test results 

We are proud to announce that our 
students did exceptionally well in our 
AP test administration this past year.  
Scored on a 1-5 scale, the AP scores of 
4 and 5 are automatically accepted as 
college credits (3 possibly as well).  In 
our AP Biology test, 67% of our 
students scored in that high range, 
and in our AP Calculus test, 86% of 
our students did the same. 

Testing at ALA 

PSAT/NMSQT (see page 1) - ALA is no 
longer administering the PSAT/
NMSQT to everyone in grades 9-12. 
The test will be offered at ALA on 
Saturday, October 16. Normally, 
sophomores and juniors take this test 
to practice for the SAT. For juniors it is 
also the qualifying test for the 
National Merit Scholarship Program.  
The $13 fee will be the student’s 
responsibility. 

EXPLORE & PLAN tests will be given 
to all freshmen and sophomores, 
respectively, on April 14 at ALA. There 
is no need to register for this and the 
cost will be covered by ALA. 

The ACT test will be administered to 
juniors and seniors at ALA on 
Saturday, April 9, 2011. This is the 
only date that ALA is an ACT test site. 
We are asking our juniors and seniors 
to take the ACT on this test date at 
ALA so that we have test data to use 
for self-study. We will register our 
students as a group, and ALA will 
cover the cost of the test on this date 
and at our site only. We are not 
permitted to administer this test 
during the week. Reserve Saturday, 
April 9 for the ACT.  

AIMS writing, reading, and math will 
be administered only to those juniors 
who are attempting to earn EXCEED 
scores on these three tests for the 
Arizona university tuition waiver (see 
article). The fall dates are 

 October 26 - writing 

 October 27 - reading 

 October 28 - math 

Juniors who wish to test must notify 
Mrs. Jaehnig by August 25, 2010 so 
that the proper number of tests can be 
ordered. Sophomores are not allowed 
to test on these dates; they must wait 
until the spring dates. 

NATIONAL TEST DATES 
 

Test Test Date Registration Deadline Late Registration (w/late fee) 
ACT June 12, 2010 May 7, 2010 May 8-21, 2010 
 Sept. 11, 2010 Aug. 6, 2010 Aug. 7-20, 2010 
 Oct. 23, 2010 Sept. 17, 2010 Sept. 18-Oct. 1, 2010 
 Dec. 11, 2010 Nov. 5, 2010 Nov. 6-19, 2010 
 Feb. 12, 2011 Jan. 7, 2011 Jan. 8-21, 2011 
 April 9. 2011 March 4, 2011 March 5-18, 2011 

This is the date that the test will be administered at ALA.  
 June 11, 2011 May 6, 2011 May 7-20, 2011 

ACT basic fees - $33 no writing, $48 with optional writing  ($21 late fee) 
 

SAT Oct. 9, 2010 Sept. 10, 2010 Sept. 24, 2010 
 Nov. 6, 2010 Oct. 8, 2010 Oct. 22, 2010 
 Dec. 4, 2010 Nov. 5, 2010 Nov. 19, 2010 
 Jan. 22, 2011 Dec. 23, 2010 Jan. 7, 2011 
 March 12, 2011 Feb. 11, 2011 Feb. 25, 2011 
 May 7, 2011 April 8, 2011 April 22, 2011 
 June 4, 2011 May 6, 2011 May 20, 2011 

SAT basic fee - $47, includes writing which is not optional ($24 late fee) 

Include ALAõs school code 030 262 on your test registration. If this is not included, ALA will not 
receive your test scores and cannot include the scores on your transcripts to colleges. 

Status of the High Honors 

Tuition (AIMS) Scholarship  

The Arizona Board of Regents (ABOR) 
is in the process of reviewing the 
current status of the High Honors 
Tuition Scholarship for the class of 
2011 and subsequent classes. They 
are considering several proposals 
which range from modifying the 
current criteria to phasing out the 
scholarship completely. A decision is 
scheduled to be made at the August 4-
5, 2010, ABOR meeting. Until a final 
decision is made, high schools and 
students are to continue to abide by 
the current criteria. 

ALA does not require the AIMS for 
graduation. However, we are able to 
administer this test for the purpose of 
qualifying students for this 
scholarship.  

Seniors - what to do now 

1. Make sure your scores have come 
from the ACT and SAT which you 
should have taken this past 
spring. You should register now 
for fall dates if you plan to retake 
the tests to try for higher scores 
or if you did not test this spring. 

2. If you are retaking the ACT or 
SAT, look into prep courses for 
these tests—whether a book, 
online or in a classroom. 

3. Make your college list. Some 
seniors will apply to two or three 



If you know a girl in grades 5-8 who would love 
to learn how to play volleyball or improve her 
skills, invite her to attend ALA’s Junior Coyote 

Volleyball Club. The club 
takes place every 
Saturday from August 21 
to September 25. She can 
choose to attend four ($25), five ($30), or 
all six ($34) Saturdays. 

Basic offense and defense skills will be 
taught, as well as the essentials such as 
passing, hitting, setting and serving. 

ALA’s volleyball coaches, Mr. Mark 
Steiner and Pastor Brad Bode will run 
the club, assisted by ALA volleyball 
athletes. Contact ALA for a registration 
form or download one on the ALA 
website. 

As you may know, Thrivent 
Financial for Lutherans is 
launching a new charitable grant 
program and benefit of membership called Thrivent ChoiceSM. Choice 
DollarsSM will be designated to some Thrivent Financial members when 
that portion of the program launches this summer. (Thrivent Financial 
member eligibility will be based on fraternal benefit society product 
ownership and Thrivent Financial volunteer leadership, and helping 
direct Choice Dollars will be subject to the Terms and Conditions of the 
Thrivent ChoiceSM program.)  

As always, Arizona Lutheran Academy is grateful for your consideration 
when you make charitable giving plans. If you are a Thrivent Financial 
member who learns you will be eligible to direct Choice DollarsSM (watch 
your mail for details from Thrivent Financial this summer), we ask you to 
consider Arizona Lutheran Academy as you help direct Thrivent 
Financial’s charitable funds. 

Coming soon: a new way to help Arizona 

Lutheran Academy 
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Tuition Tax Credit workshops  Daily schedule rotation 
A rotation of periods will be implemented in our daily 
schedule this year. Each successive day will see the first 
four periods (ABCD) rotate and the last four periods 
(EFGH) rotate. The goal for this rotation is to avoid the 
same class periods being hit for repeated absences 
because of the time of day (example: athletic teams leaving 
for an out of town game). 
This is the order of class periods for the daily rotating 
schedules:   
 A/E day A B C D E F G H 
 B/F day B C D A F G H E 
 C/G day C D A B G H E F 
 D/H day D A B C H E F G  
While this may cause some initial confusion, the routine will 
be established quickly and benefits can be realized. As a 
reminder, each day’s schedule will appear on the ALA 
calendar. 

Junior Coyote Volleyball Club  

 

Due to recent changes in tax credit law, along with the 
significant opportunity that the Arizona tuition tax credit 
program presents to ALA families, a variety of tuition tax 
credit workshops will be held throughout August and 
September.  

Each tuition tax credit workshop is no more than one hour 
in length. The workshop gives parents, family, and friends of 
ALA students a complete overview of the program along 
with practical strategies for inviting others to consider 
recommending your child for a tuition tax credit 
scholarship.  

All workshops will take place on the ALA campus.  

You may choose from the following dates: 

Ɇ August 10, 11, 12, 13 - 7:00 pm (During athletic 
practices) 

Ɇ August 14 - noon (Before orientation day at 1:00 pm) 
Ɇ September 17 - 5:30 pm (Before the first home football 

game.) 
Ɇ September 19 - 3:00 pm (new student parent/teacher 

conferences start at 4:00 pm) 
Ɇ September 22 - 7:00 pm 

ALA bus schedule The bus service will begin on Monday, August 16, 
following the Monday schedule. Plan to arrive ten (10) minutes before the departure 
time. Buses will leave on time. 

West Valley Bus 
Morning departure Monday/first day after break Tuesday - Friday 
Emmaus Lutheran School 7:45 a.m. 6:50 a.m. 
Grace Lutheran School 8:10 a.m. 7:10 a.m. 
East Valley Bus 
Morning departure Monday/first day after break  Tuesday - Friday 
Pilgrim Lutheran School 7:40 a.m.     6:55 a.m. 
Emmanuel Lutheran School 8:15 a.m.     7:30 a.m. 
Arrive at ALA 8:50 a.m.     8:00 a.m. 
The afternoon bus leaves ALA at 3:20 pm. The arrivals at the drop-off points follow 
a reverse order of the above.  

Our ALA Scrip gift card program is going strong, 
and we're eager to share profits with you for your 
tuition account! This past school year $20,000 of 
Scrip profits was credited to students' tuition 
accounts just because they used our fundraising 
gift cards known as SCRIP. A total of $65,000 was 
generated for our ALA student body! 
We urge you to shop with Scrip and generate your 
own tuition credit dollars (or consider giving your 
Scrip profits to another family or your WELS 
church). Visit www.ALAcoyotes.org/Scrip to get 
started or stop in the office to see Heidi. Make 
your regular spending earn dollars for you and 
ALA! 
Scrip is providing several new ways to generate 
profit this year. Be sure to check out the order 
form and the many ways that you can order and 
reload your Scrip cards. Also new are retailers like 
In-N-Out Burger, who gives 20% in profits, as well 
as Restaurant.com, Quizno's, and Circle K. 

Scrip 

http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar.aspx?list_by=calendar_month&begin_date=8/1/2010%2012:00:00%20AM&ci=G1O9L6O9K5F0N8N8H2&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar.aspx?list_by=calendar_month&begin_date=8/1/2010%2012:00:00%20AM&ci=G1O9L6O9K5F0N8N8H2&igd=
http://www.ALAcoyotes.org/Scrip

